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INVESTING IN AMERICA’S COMMUNITIES 
 

The Economic Development Administration (EDA) has announced the availability of $3 billion 
dollars in supplemental funding from the American Rescue Plan to assist communities 
nationwide in their efforts to build back better by accelerating the economic recovery from the 
coronavirus pandemic and building local economies that will be resilient in future economic 
disasters.  Under this program, EDA will directly benefit previously underserved communities 
impacted by COVID-19.  
 
Following are the seven programs that were created under the Investing in America’s 
Communities Program: 
 

• Build Back Better Regional Challenge ($1 billion, includes $100 million allocated for 
Coal Communities Commitment) 
Funding to transform 20-30 economically distressed regions through substantial 
investment to revitalize their economies. 

• Good Jobs Challenge ($500 million) 
Establish or strengthen regional workforce training to train workers. 

• Economic Adjustment Assistance ($500 million, includes $200 million allocated for 
Coal Communities Commitment) 
Competitive grants to provide funding for infrastructure, technical assistance, planning, 
and revolving loan programs. 

• Indigenous Communities ($100 million) 
Additional Economic Adjustment Assistance funds to support Tribal Governments and 
Indigenous communities to develop and execute economic development projects 
needed to recover from the pandemic and build economies for the future. 

• Travel, Tourism, and Outdoor Recreation ($750 million) 
Targets communities impacted by COVID-19 related travel, tourism, and outdoor 
recreation decline through state grants ($510 million) and competitive grants ($240 
million). 

• Statewide Planning, Research, and Networks ($90 million) 
Funding for state planning efforts and grants to provide technical assistance to support 
EDA’s work with communities. 

• Coal Communities Commitment ($300 million) 
EDA allocated $100 million from the Build Back Better Regional Challenge Program and 
$200 million from the Economic Adjustment Assistance Program to create funds for the 
Coal Communities Commitment.  These funds will assist communities impacted by the 
declining use of coal to recover from the pandemic.  Activities will include economic 
diversification, job creation, capital investment, workforce development, and re-
employment opportunities. 
 


